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i I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[ I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages ^ 

pages 

pages ^ 



1-8 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-16 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 



, filed with the demand 



pages 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/1 



, as originally filed 
, filed with ttie demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



_ , filed with the demand 



filed witii the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or to this- Authority in the language in which 

' thpTnteniational aDolication was filed, unless otherwise mdicated under this item. 

Sese eCen^^^^^^^^^^ or fun^ished to this Authority in the following language _ which is. 

□ the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

13 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' preiimin^ examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence hstmg: 

I I contained in the international application in written form, 
n filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fiimished. 

□ Tl^e statement that the mfomation recorded in computer readable font, is identical to the written sequence hsting has 
been fiimished. 

I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages . 

[]3 claims, Nos. 

Q the drawings, sheets/fig 



n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been m^^^^^^^ since they have been considered to go 
5. LJ beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule /u.-^c;;. 

. , . t ^ ' 1 J . 4\ ^^^^i^nf^rrnm^^ in response to cm invitation tmder Article 14 
* Replacement sheets which f^<^^e b^eenJU^^^^^ ^ (Rule 70J6 

in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this repori smc^ y 

and 70,17). . , r under item I and annexed to this report. 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be rejerrea to 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 



1-16 YES 



Claims 

1-16 YES 
Inventive step (IS) Claims _ , 

NO 



Claims 



^, . 1-16 YES 
Industrial applicability (lA) Claims _ _ 



Claims 



Citations and explanations 

This report makes reference to the following document: 
Dl: WO-A-00/78 255. 

Dl is regarded as the prior art closest to the subject 
matter of independent claim 1. It discloses the features 
defined in the preamble of claim 1. 

The features of the characterizing part specify that the 
second claw is displaceable in anterio-posterior and/or 
medial-lateral direction parallel to the first claw. 

Therefore, transverse stress arising during the spreading 
motion can be largely avoided. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is neither known nor 
rendered obvious and, furthermore, is regarded as 
industrially applicable. Therefore, the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(2) to (4) have been met. 



FonnPCT/lPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



